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Maximal subgroups and minimal supergroups of the three-dimensional crystallographic point groups. Solid lines indicate maximal normal subgroups; double or
triple solid lines mean that there are two or three maximal normal subgroups with the same symbol. Dashed lines refer to sets of maximal conjugate subgroups. The
group orders are given on the left
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Crystal Palace

In the Naica mines of northern Mexico, near the city of Chihuahua, an underground city of
giant crystals form a truly unreal landscape. Hundreds of thousands of years old, the giant
selenite crystals existed for millennia in a completely closed environment, a true geode, the
Naica Cuevo de los Cristales is completely covered in the transparent “macrocrystals,”
some of which have grown up to 12 meters in length. Discovered in 2000 by two brothers
working in the Naica silver and gold mine 1,000 feet below the surface of the earth, the
crystals in this cave are some of the largest ever to be found.

For hundreds of thousands of years, groundwater saturated with calcium sulfate filtered through the many caves at Naica, warmed by
heat from the magma below. As the magma cooled, water temperature inside the cave eventually stabilized at about 136 ° F. At this
temperature minerals in the water began converting to selenite, molecules of which were laid down like tiny bricks to form crystals.
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